
Art Overview  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Exploring 
paints. Portraits 
of faces and 
bodies. Collage 
of families. 

Paintings/finger 
paintings linked 
to Nursery 
Rhymes. 
Collage of Owl 
Babies.   

Clay bears. Junk 
modelling and 
exploring 
mixing colours. 

Paper plate 
animals at the 
zoo, make 
models from 
different 
materials. 
Observation 
drawings of 
animals. 

Paper Mache of 
mini-beasts, 
junk modelling, 
and finger 
puppets. 

Make transport 
out of different 
materials, 
printing with 
tyres, bubble 
painting. 

Year 1 How to draw 
with a pencil 
Create a model 
using plasticine 
or Play Dough. 

How to paint 
with a paint 
brush –different 
brushes. 

Make rubbings 
and make prints 
from objects 
(leaves, pencil 
tops, etc). 

Colouring with 
pencils and 
using a wide 
variety of 
paints 
(watercolour, 
ready mixed, 
powder). 

Collage. Painting on 
different scales 
and paper 
Drawing from 
observation 
and from 
imagination. 



Year 2 Use drawing to 
create tones. 
Colour in 
accurately 
using a variety 
of paints 
(watercolour, 
ready mixed, 
powder). 

3D modelling 
using recycled 
materials. 

Collage.  Drawing on 
different scales 
and textures. 
Textiles –apply 
using glue. 

Mix paint to 
create new 
colours. 

Printing from a 
slab of clay. 
 
Use a range of 
media other 
than pencils to 
draw. 

Year 3 Sewing 
Painting – 
become 
masterful with 
watercolour. 

Draw from 
observation 
using graded 
pencils. 

Create detailed 
patterns using 
printing. 
3D Clay model. 

Drawing with 
soft pastels. 

Tones - Lighten 
and darken 
paint. 
Become 
masterful with 
powder paints. 

Charcoals. 
Mono printing. 

Year 4 Collage. 
Drawing the 
human body to 
the correct 
proportions. 

Painting using a 
variety of 
implements. 

Painting the 
colour wheel 
and secondary 
colours. 

Drawing from 
observation 
with pencils 
(hatch, scribble, 
stipple, blend). 
 
Create a wire 
base to cover in 
papier mache.  

Create a 
printing block 
using a relief 
method. 

Become 
masterful with 
charcoals. 
 
Collage with 
fabric - tie-dye 
and sewing. 



Year 5 Draw from 
observation 
using tone, 
shading and 
line. 
 
Create a 3D 
model with 
clay. 

Combine 
watercolour 
with collage. 

Using poster 
paints become 
masterful with 
complementary 
colours. 
 
Become 
masterful with 
graded pencils. 
 
 

Become 
masterful with 
fabric and 
sewing. 

Become 
masterful at 
drawing from 
observation. 

Press printing. 
 
Paint using 
watercolours. 

Year 6  Draw using 
inks. 

Select fabric 
and sewing 
techniques to 
create a piece. 
 
Acrylic paints. 

Drawing – 
choose a style 
of drawing to 
suit the 
outcome. 
 
3D models with 
Modroc. 

Painting –
choose mark 
making and 
style to choose 
desired 
outcome. 
 
 

Collage – 
choose how to 
combine 
collage with 
other 
techniques. 

Printing – 
create 3 colour 
prints. 
 
Drawing with 
chosen 
implement. 

 


