
 

Writing 

Overview 

Year 1 

Grammar and punctuation 

 Write a simple sentence  

 Finish the sentence with a full stop  

 Start sentences with a capital letter  

 Separate words with spaces  

 Use capital letters names  

 Use a capital letter for “I”  

 Use capital letters for the days of the week  

 Regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es  

 Write a compound sentence using the coordinating 
conjunction ‘and’  

 Adding –ing, –ed and –er to verbs  

 Use question marks  

 Use the prefix un-  

  

Composition and Effect 

 Pupil is usually able to decide on a topic for writing and say what they will write 
about  

 Some awareness of purpose with basic ideas and content usually linked to the 
task, e.g. a formulaic opening/ending for a story, a phrase or sentence of 
information to label a picture, simple commands to give instructions  

 Some appropriate (mostly simple) word choice helps to convey information and 

ideas, e.g. story or topic related vocabulary  

Text Structure and Organisation 

 A simple opening or closing phrase (often formulaic) 
may be used  

 Some awareness that ideas/events may be put into an 
appropriate order, e.g. use of simple time related 
words, numbers, ordering of pictures/captions  

 Some ideas/events linked by connecting vocabulary  
Sentence structure and Punctuation 

 Recognise sentence boundaries in spoken sentences  

 Uses simple words, phrases and clauses in sentence-
like structures to communicate meaning  

 May include simple sentences working towards 
straight forward subject/verb agreement  

 Some awareness of where to place capital letters and 
full stops  

 Pupils demonstrate simple and compound sentences 
reliably  

 Pupils sometimes use question marks and exclamation 

marks as alternatives to full stop  

Handwriting 

 Pupils can write lower case letters, most of which are 
correctly formed  

 Pupils can write capital letters, most of which are 
correctly formed  

 Pupils can form digits 0- 9  


