
 

Writing 

Overview 

Year 2 

Grammar and punctuation 
 

 Adding -ly to an adjective to make an adverb  

 Ask a question and use a question mark  

 Coordinating conjunctions to create a compound sentence  

 Command, using the imperative form of a verb: give… / take…  

 Write a sentence that ends with an exclamation mark  

 Use first, second and third person with subject-verb 
agreement  

 Write expanded noun phrases  

 Use simple present tense, showing subject-verb agreement  

 Write a statement that starts with a capital letter and finishes 
with a full stop  

 Use present continuous tense  

 Formation of adjectives by adding -ful and –less  

 Using commas to separate items within lists  

 Apostrophes in contracted forms  

 Subordinate conjunctions to create a complex sentence  

 Adding –ness and –er to form a noun  

 Use past continuous (progressive) tense  

Composition and Effect 

 Pupils have some awareness of purpose through selecting of relevant content 
and an emerging awareness of their audience  

 Pupils can use adventurous vocabulary related to the appropriateness of the 
task  

 Pupils can write about real events sustaining sufficient features of the given 
form: e.g. correct choice of, and consistent use of, present/past tense including 
progressive forms of verbs  

 Pupils show increased stamina in writing by writing increasingly longer and 
more complex texts over the year  

 Pupils are beginning to develop and express a viewpoint through comments or 

actions  

Text Structure and Organisation 

 Pupils can use a brief opening and ending  

 Some attempt to appropriately sequence ideas  

 Related ideas are grouped and the pupil is developing 
an awareness of paragraphing  

 Linking related sentences by the use of pronouns, time 

connectives or adverbials where appropriate  
Sentence structure and Punctuation 

 Pupils write an appropriate mixture of both simple and 
compound sentences accurately  

 Pupils can usually use expanded noun phrases to 
describe and specify  

 Pupils can use a range of punctuation including full 
stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, commas in a 
list and apostrophes appropriate to purpose  

 Pupils link causes by both subordinating and 
coordinating conjunctions  

 Pupils can use a variety of sentence openers  

 Pupils can consistently make the correct choice in use 

of present and past tense including the use of the 

progressive form of verbs in the present and past 

tense: e.g. 'She is drumming, she drummed, she was 

drumming’  

Handwriting 

 Form lower case letters of the correct size relative to 
one another  

 Develop a consistent size and orientation of lower case 

and capital letters using appropriate spacing between 

the words.  


