
 

Writing 

Overview 

Year 3 

Grammar and punctuation 
 

 Compound sentences with co-ordinating conjunctions  

 Word families for meaning, word class and spelling  

 Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions  

 Knowing when to use ‘a’ and ‘an’  

 Homophones and their meanings: bear – bare / pear – pair  

 Past perfect verb form  

 Present perfect verb form  

 Complex sentences using subordinate conjunctions: when, if, 
because, although  

 Formation of nouns using prefixes  

 Inverted commas  

 Prefixes to give the antonym: ‘im-’, ‘in-’, ‘ir-’, ‘il-’  

Composition and Effect 

 Pupils can work with a partner or small group to plan writing, contributing their 
own and listening to and building on others’ ideas and record them in notes or 
pictorial form for later use  

 Events or ideas are developed using some appropriate vocabulary.  

 Writing is clear in purpose and incorporates mostly relevant content to inform 
and interest the audience  

 A viewpoint is established but may not always be consistent or maintained  

 Expansion of detail / events may be supported through vocabulary (technical, 

vivid language) or through explanation  

Text Structure and Organisation 

 Organise writing into logical chunks and write a 
coherent series of linked sentences for each  

 Writing is correctly signposted eg. non-narrative - an 
appropriate main heading and suitable subheadings; 
narrative- setting, character and plot  

 Adverbials, connectives and pronouns may link 

sentences, paragraphs or sections  

Sentence structure and Punctuation 

 Some sentence variation through sentence type 
(statement, question, exclamation, command), length 
and structure (simple, compound, complex)  

 Appropriate choice of nouns and pronouns create 
clarity, cohesion and avoid repetition within writing  

 Full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks and 
question marks mostly accurate;  

 commas used in lists  

 Select appropriate tense for a task with verb forms 
adapted; some variation of modals to express 
possibility  

 Pupils can write an increasing range of sentences with 
more than one clause using conjunctions taught so far  

 Confident and consistent use of inverted commas to 

punctuate direct speech  

Handwriting 

 Use diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 
join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined  

 Handwriting is legible and consistent in size  

 Writing is appropriately spaced  


