
 

Reading 

Overview 

Year 4 

 Language for Effect 

 Identify specific techniques, e.g. simile, metaphor, repetition, 
exaggeration and explain the effect on them as a reader  

 Discuss how language used has an effect on the reader  

 Discuss how language, structure and presentation are 
combined to contribute to meaning  

 Begin to discuss the effect that language, structure and 

presentation have on the reader  

Comprehension 

 Read independently, using known strategies appropriately to 
establish meaning  

 Self-correct misread words when reading age-appropriate texts 

and discuss the meaning of new words in context  

 Discuss understanding as it develops and explain the meaning of 
words in context  

 Recognise fact and opinion  

 Show understanding of the main points drawn from more than 
one paragraph  

 Understand how paragraphs are used to order and build up ideas 

and can be used by readers to monitor and summarise  

 Use features to locate information, e.g. contents; indices; 
subheadings  

 Locate information using skimming, scanning and text marking  

 Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words they have read  

 Extract information from age-appropriate texts and make notes 

using quotation and reference to the text  

 Notice and discuss the author’s choice and order of content 
linked to purpose. For example: Why has the author started the 
story in the middle of the events? Why has the author included 
that the Vikings created beautiful jewellery?  

 

Themes and Conventions  

 Make relevant links to other known texts or personal 
experience  

 Use, select and read books structured in different ways 
for their appropriate purposes  

 Recognise themes in age-appropriate texts, such as 
bullying  

 Recognise conventions like the use of ‘the power of 3’ 
(wishes, characters, e.g. the king’s 3 sons etc.) in fairy 
stories and folk tales  

 Recognise the use of appropriate subheadings to guide 
the reader in non-fiction  

 Identify similarities in themes and conventions across a 
range of books  

 Make links between texts and to the wider world  

 Draw on growing knowledge of authors  

Inference 

 Make plausible predictions based on knowledge of the 
text and begin to justify views by referring to the text  

 Make, predominantly, correct inferences, e.g. inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, often supporting inferences through reference 
to the text  

 Explore underlying themes and ideas  


