
 

Writing 

Overview 

Year 4 

Grammar and punctuation 
 

 Possessive apostrophes for regular singular and plural nouns  

 Using either a pronoun or the noun in sentences for cohesion 
and to avoid repetition  

 Prepositions  

 Possessive pronouns  

 Expanded noun phrases  

 Using inverted commas where the speech is preceded by the 
speaker:  

 Fronted adverbials followed by a comma  

 Specific determiners  

 Informal and formal language  

 Past perfect continuous verb form  

Composition and Effect 

 Narrative writing interests the reader through the development of a coherent 
plot, characters and settings  

 Description or detail in both narrative and non-narrative is expanded through an 
appropriate and precise range of vocabulary  

 Related information is clustered logically and engages the reader through 
appropriate headings and relevant sub-headings for each paragraph (if 
appropriate)  

 Identifies and uses key organizational features of a shared text in their own 
writing  

 Pupils can usually and accurately assess the effectiveness of their writing and 
make improvements  

 Writing is clear in purpose with viewpoint consistently maintained (for example, 
word choice indicates child’s viewpoint on a character or an issue)  

 Selects the most relevant information, key vocabulary and most suitable ideas 
to plan own narrative and non-narrative writing  

 Additional detail and explanation are included  

Text Structure and Organisation 

 Nouns and pronouns are selected to create cohesion, 
avoid repetition and achieve clarity  

 A wider range of appropriate conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions are used to express time, place and 
cause, creating cohesion within and between 
sentences  

 Narrative and non-fiction texts are paragraphed with 

an appropriately signaled opening and ending  

Sentence structure and Punctuation 

 Variation in sentence structure includes simple, 
compound and complex structures  

 Pupils can proof read and amend their writing checking 
for, for example, repetitious language, verb/subject 
disagreement or lapses in tense  

 Tense choice is appropriate to task and used 
consistently with few lapses  

 Pupils can use punctuation, as indicated in English 
Appendix 2, accurately and consistently  

 Ranges of subordinating conjunctions are used at the 

beginning and within the sentences  

Handwriting 

 Pupil can correctly form and join most letters in 
accordance with the school’s agreed style  

 


