
 

Writing 

Overview 

Year 5 

Grammar and punctuation 
 

 Suffixes  

 Verb prefixes  

 Relative pronouns: who, which, that, whom, whose  

 Relative clauses to add detail beginning with ‘who’, ‘which’, 
‘where’, ‘when’, ‘whose’, ‘that’, or an omitted relative 
pronoun  

 Relative clauses to add detail  

 Indicating degrees of possibility using modal verbs: might, 
should, will, must  

 Connectives to build cohesion:  

 Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs: perhaps, surely  

 Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time 
(later), place (nearby) and sequence (secondly)  

 Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity  

 Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis  

Composition and Effect 

 Pupils usually identify intended audience and purpose of writing and choose a 
suitable writing model to support their own  

 Pupils can usually draw on reading and research or consider how authors 
develop characters and setting to help their factual and fictional writing 
respectively  

 Elaboration of detail / events may be supported through vocabulary (technical, 
precise/ vivid language)  

 Pupils can usually propose and make changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to clarify meaning in their own writing  

 Viewpoint is established and generally maintained  

 Content is balanced, e.g. between action and dialogue, fact and comment  

Text Structure and Organisation 

 Related events or ideas organised into paragraphs or 
sections to support the content of the writing for a 
range of purposes  

 Links established between paragraphs, although 
transitions may be awkward or abrupt  

 Produce internally coherent paragraphs in logical 

sequence e.g. using topic sentences or posing 

rhetorical questions which are answered in the main 

paragraph; main ideas supported or elaborated by 

subsequent sentences   

Sentence structure and Punctuation 

 Sentence structure and punctuation varied in line with 
expectations of English Curriculum  

 Sentences are mostly grammatically sound e.g. correct 
subject/verb agreement, security of tense and person, 
correct use of subordination  

 Tense choice generally appropriate with verb forms 

adapted; some variation of modals to express 

possibility  

Handwriting 

 Pupil can make choices over letter shapes and joins to 
ensure fluency, legibility and good presentation  

 


