
 

Reading 

Overview 

Year 6 

 Language for Effect 

 Understand and begin to use technical terms to discuss 
language effects, e.g. symbol, imagery, analogy  

 Discuss and evaluate how successfully the organisation of a 
text supports the writer’s purpose, e.g. persuading, 
explaining, informing etc.  

 Compare and discuss accounts of the same:  
a) event  
b) characters  
c) settings  
d) viewpoints  

in texts, exploring a similar theme or topic, or written in a                                                  

similar genre  

 

Comprehension 

 Use contextual and genre knowledge to determine alternate 
meanings of known words  

 Use language, structural and presentational features to support 
understanding of age-appropriate texts  

 Skim and scan efficiently for vocabulary, key ideas and facts on 
both the printed page and the screen  

 Summarise main ideas in a series of sentences from more than 
one place within an age-appropriate text using own words and 
key vocabulary from the text  

 Draw upon and integrate information from a range of 
presentational devices when building meaning from reading  

 Produce a succinct summary, paraphrasing the main ideas from 

across the text or a range of sources  

 Identify and explain author’s point of view with reference to the 
text  

 Accurately compare information, characters or events within and 
between age-appropriate texts and between versions of the same 
text, giving examples to support opinions  

 Identify and comment on the presentational and organisational 

choices the author has made  

Themes and Conventions  

 Identify and comment on genre-specific language 
features used in age-appropriate texts, e.g. shades of 
meaning between similar words  

 Identify and discuss themes and conventions, e.g. 
isolation or flashback in narrative, across a wide range 
of age-appropriate texts, explaining the theme in the 
context of the writing  

 Recognise texts that contain features from more than 
one genre, e.g. a persuasive play script or description 
of setting in a biography  

 Understand how texts relate to audience, purpose, 

time and culture, and refer to specific aspects of a text 

which exemplify this  

Inference 

 Make predictions and express opinions, justifying these 
with reference to the text  

 Infer meaning drawing upon evidence from across the 
text and wider experiences  

 Refer to the text to support predictions and opinions 
(expanding responses to provide Evidence + 
Explanation)  

 Begin to see how inferences draw on:  
1. the connotations of words  
2. their use in context  

3. that they can be cumulative, as clues are picked up 

through a text, e.g. action and dialogue (as well as 

descriptive language) enable inferences to be 

developed  


