
 

Writing 

Overview 

Year 6 

Grammar and punctuation 
 

 The difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech 
and formal speech and writing  

 How words are related as synonyms and antonyms  

 Use inverted commas accurately with punctuation  

 Connectives to signpost and create cohesion within a text  

 Antonyms :using prefixes to create antonyms to create 
different effects in sentences  

 Colon to introduce lists  

 Abstract nouns  

 Layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, columns, 
bullet points, tables and paragraphs  

 Semi-colons to demarcate within a list  

 Colons, semicolons and dashes to mark the boundary 
between clauses  

 The difference between passive and active voice and when to 
use the passive  

 Ellipses to link ideas within and across paragraphs  

 Hyphens for compound words to avoid ambiguity  

Composition and Effect 

 A clear audience and purpose of writing supports pupils in selecting the 
appropriate register, form and features, using models to inform their choices  

 Capture, sift and sort ideas into a plan before drafting  

 In narrative, pupils can usually describe settings, characters and atmosphere - 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action  

 When drawing on research, pupils identify key ideas and reformulate coherently  

 Pupils can usually work alone and with a partner to evaluate writing for overall 

impact and suitability for audience and purpose against agreed success criteria, 

identifying specific aspects for alteration (including for accuracy and for impact 

and style) linked to previous and recent teaching and feeding back appropriately 

with helpful details  

Text Structure and Organisation 

 Produce internally coherent paragraphs in a logical 
sequence and deploy some devices to create cohesion 
between paragraphs: e.g. repetition of a key word or 
phrase in the final sentence of one paragraph and the 
opening sentence of the next; using conjunctions such 
as furthermore, moreover, on the other hand, or 
conversely, to link paragraphs; use of adverbials of 
time, manner and place  

 Use further organisational and presentational devices 

to structure text and to guide the reader: e.g. pose 

questions as heading or sub-headings, use bullet points 

to organise material, integrate diagrams, charts or 

graphs; link closing to opening; include glossary, fact 

box etc.   

Sentence structure and Punctuation 

 Draw on a repertoire of sentence structures, including 
simple, compound, complex to meet their purpose  

 Manipulate the order of elements within a sentence 
e.g. fronted adverbials, subordinate clauses, 
embedded relative clauses  

 Usually select appropriate grammar, understanding 
how such choices and change and enhance meaning  

 Usually write using tense consistently and correctly 

(including modal verbs) and write using deliberate 

changes of tense for effect in narrative, checking for 

these when editing: e.g. in flashbacks, letters and 

interviews  

Handwriting 

 Pupil joins where appropriate to ensure fluency, 
legibility and good presentation  

 Pupil chooses the writing implement that is best suited 

for the task  

 


